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PRESIDENT'S LETTER
Dear Members and Friends,

As [ complete my final term
as President of the China Lake
association, 1 cannot help but feel
that the Association is now poised
to lead the Town of China to the
fruition of the restoration of
China Lake.

As Vice President, Dr. David
Landry has been nominated to
assume the leadership of
President in the coming yvear. Dr.
Landry comes to the Association
with experience as President of
the East Pond Lake Association. -

Dr. David Preston, Ms. Loel
Kline and Mr. Andre Boutin,
along with the members of the
Cost Share Committee and all of
the members of the Board of

Directors have  comumitted,
successfully, their energy to
building & foundation for

community-wide support for the
restoration of China Lake. The
positive  response  of  the
community is en inspiration for
the Association to continue its
efforts to educate and inform the
public about water quality issues.
At last count, 175 individuals and
families have renewed their
memberships or joined the
Association since April of 1992.
This affirms that the course
charted by the Board of Directors
of the Association is the correct
one. Through education, there

will be understanding and an

Saturday, July 25, 5:30 pen.

China Lake Conference Center
(following the COLA meeting)
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appreciation for the need to
protect this delicate natural
resource.

Although the federal
Environrnental Protection Agency
has “awarded the seed money
($233,000.00) for an aluminum
alum’ treatment for China Lake,
these are matching funds only. It
is common knowledge that the
State of Maine is in the midst of a
budget crisis, and environmental
COfCErns are ‘not at the top of the
social’ agenda for the State
Lesistature. We, therefore,
expect to receive httle if any,
State matching funds. 'We need
$15ﬂ 000.00 in matching funds for
the alum treatment to g0
forward. The Board of Directors
has:voted to raise as much of the
matching funds as pessible from
shoreline property OWIErs
directly. The cutbacks in the
State budget, particularly with
regard to education, have already
placed an enormous burden on
local taxpayers. Therefore, the
Board of Directors feels that it
makes sense that a substantial
portion of the funding for the
alurn treatment come from those
who will benefit the most from
clean water -- shoreline property
owners. There are 656 shoreline
property owners and if each
shoreline Operty OWner
contributed $200.00, then the
local matching funds will have
been substantially accounted for.
It is alse very important for the
community to understand that
the Town of China is seeking
funds for the alum trestment
from the Kennebec Water
District. The Water District will
benefit financially from clean
water as it will reduce the cost of
treatment before drinking water
reaches the the ultimate users.
We are optimistic that the Water

District will recoognize this and
will contribute accordingly.

There are many people who
have helped me, indeed there
are too many to thank here. |
would, however, like to thank
Gary Brown in particular. As
Town  Manager, he  has
contributed invaluably to the
substantial progress our
cormnmunity has made towards
the restoration of China Lake.
Not only has he provided the
Town with much needed funding
through some creative grant
writing, he also had the foresight
and vision to propose a full-time
Lake Restoration Ceordinator.
Through his efforts, we have
received the valuable assistance
of George Lord who, with his
many years of experience in the
environment field, along with his
people skills, has given much
needed guidance and direction
which otherwise would have
been learned in the costly
process of trial and error.

[ look forward to seeing all of
you at the annuai mesting of the
Congress of Lake Associations on
July 25, 1992, which will be held
at the China Lake Conference
Center. Come and help us
celebrate our own community
success story.

Steven T. Blackwell

CONGRESS OF LAKE ASSOCIATIONS
ANNUAL MEETING is being held in
China this year! This conference will
feature ¢peakers from around the
region on various topics relating to lake

preservation and restoration. Come join
us Saturday, July 25, at the China Lake
Conference Center. (Watch for details

in upcoming eailings).
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ALUM ON THE WAY!

$233,000 Federal Grant Promised for China

At long last, federal funding for an alum treatment for China Lake
has been tentatively approved. Though matching local funds still need
to be raised, the State, in conjunction with the Town of China, hopes to
undertake an alum treatment of China Lake in 1993, starting with the
Esst Basins. With the planned treatment come many questions about
alum: why do it?, is it safe?, and will it work?.

%Ry alum? For many years, phosphorus-rich runoff has drained
into China Lake. 4 massive effort has been underway to decrease this

Bouchard. Sealing of the phosphorus-rich deep water sediments is,
therefore, the next logical step in the clean-up of China Lake. The
Department of Environmental Protection, in & 1991 report, explored
every other available alernative to alum and found them either
ineffective or far too BXpensive. o

s alum safe? Before endorsing an alum treatment of China Lake,
the Lake Association Board of Directors needed proof that there were
' Dr. David Landry undertook a search of the world
literature on this subject. His study -concluded that alum poses no
health problems. In the 1970's " thqrewas 8 report proposing a link

commonly used to purify drinking water at many water-purification
plants throughout the world, Aluminum is present in many foods and

China Lake' depends on our determination t© continue reducing
phosphorus runoff. Alum is not a cure-gll; we still need good land-use
practices and erosion control, but alum treatment is necessary i we
want to see a clear lake within our lifetime.

David Landry

ALYUM FABTE

ute (usstionr Which has
more aluminum, one
blueberry muffin  or 20
gallons of China Lake water
right after an alum.
treatment?

The blusberry
muffinl It's estimated that
aluminum levels in lake
water after glum treatment
would be raised from a
baseline of .025 mg/quart to
) & maximum of .08 mg/quart.

Answer

Compare that with one
teaspoon of baking powder
which has 80 mg of
aluminum. Furthermore,
DEP studies have shown that
aluminum levels remain

elevated in lake water for at
most & weeks after
treatment. A person would
have to drink 1,000 quarts of
water in those 6 weeks in
order 1t consume the
aluminum of a dozen muffins

1 dozen = 1,000 quarts

LOON GOUNT

According to the Maine
Audubon Society, the official
loon count on China Lake in
July, 1991 vielded 41 adults and
4 chicks. China continues to be
an impertant habitat for these

beautiful birds. Boaters are
reminded to lock for, and avoid,
the many loons in the water.
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES BLOSSOMING

The China Lake Association
has recently committed new
energy and resources toward
public  educatichl, 1o  incresss
awareness and knowledge of the
snvironfment. The Educsation
Committee of the Associaltion hes
been very busy planning and
sponsoring a number of projects
including the following:

Aquatic Wild Workshop

This workshop, designed for
teachers to help  them
incorporate environmental issues
into the classroom, was held on
May 22 at the Chins Primery
Schoel. Liss Kane, a resident of
south China and presenter for
the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife, geared the
workshop specifically for the
China Lake Region. Thirty-two
teachers from the Primary and
Middle Schools and five
COMITIUNILY members
participated in this fun and
informative day, in conjunction
with China Lake Month.

Environmental Resource Book

This bock was compiled by
the Education Committee using
various articles from Inland

Fisheries and Wildlife Magazine.
The articles cover many subiects

Turtle Van

Wouldn't it be fun to learn
about fresh water ecology
through the eves of g real turtie?
Twelve classes, in grades K-3J at
the China School, ere having this
EXperienice beginning May 12 as
part of China Lake Month.
Thanks to sponsorship by the
Lake Association, thiz new
program from the Gulf of Maine
aguarium is providing children
an up-close lock of their aquatic
surroundings.

Kids for Saving Earth

The Lake Association i
sponsoring Fave Teaftons second
grade class in the envircnmental
organization, Kide for Saving
Earth. This group, started by a
child just for kids, haz gained
world-wide recognition. It is &
wonderful way to teach children
their responsibilities ass earth
citizens.

summer Scholarships

The China Lake &ssociation is
payving for two students from the
Middle Scheel to attend summer
camnp at the Maine Consevation
Schoel.  In order to qualify,
students are asked to write an
EssAY on  an environmental

Informational Signs
The Association applied for,
and received, a grant to make
two large informational signs,
with maps ¢f China Lake, t0 be
located at the beat landings. The
Youth Conservation Corps will
put up the signs this summer, to .
enhance lake-users appreciation
of the resource.

If anyone has questions about
any of the above activities,
please call Loel Kline,
Chairperson of the Education
Committee, at 968-2220.

Leoel Kline & Bruce Daniels

The Lake Association is very
preud of the work that Loel Kline
and Bruce Daniels, among others,
have done on the Education
Cornrnittee. Thizs kind of
commitrnent is what makes our
gll-volunteer  association  so
outstanding! Thank you Loel and

ina:aludingl fish, dbirds, malgglnais theme. and the best will pe  Brucel
and reptiles, and are available t¢ ards ins. Editer
the public at the Middle School SERCS b AR
Library.

MEMBERSHIP FORM
1992 Membership Drive China Lake Association
Nets Record Numbers P.O. Box 215

We wish to thank all of you who
generously responded 1w our
membership mailing in March. Over
170 individuals and families either
reneved or joimed the Lake
Asspciation, for a new annual record!

Members should know that since
the Association is an ali-voluntesr
organization, 100§ of vour
contributions goes to projects to
bensfit the lake, education, and
othe* mailings. For these of you
who sl need (0 renev or would like
to join, please use the membership
form at the right. Thaaks againi

Name(s)

China, Maine 04926

Please include names of all adults who
wish to be members

Address
City/ST/Zip

Phone

Annual Family Membership $20[]

If you are able to give more:
Friend $30[J
Patron $50]
Sponsor  $100[]

Benefactor $500 or more % O
Make check payable to:
China Lake Association
Thank You!
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NEW LAND-USE ORDINANCE PASSES!

On May 30, the people of
China voted at Town Meeting 1o
approve new changes in the
land-use ordinance. The vote
was overwhelmingly in favor,
with little or no discussion. The
new regulations are the result of
a compromise, arrived at in
several hearings held by the

Planning Board, in order to-

comply with state guidelines.
The State has given towns in
Maine until July ! to adopt
shoreland zoning ordinances that
comply with mandatory
I[I)'lEiIP‘liﬂ‘IIH'nS, gs outlined by the

The ordinsnce defines three
areas with special zoning laws:
the shoreland district, the
resource protection district, and
the stream protection district.
The major changes in the
shoreland zone are:

i. Increase the regquired
setback from the shore for
conforming {(new) structures
from 75 ft. to 100 ft., measured
horizentally from the high-water
mark. :

2. Increase the minimum lot
- coverage (the percent of a lot
that can be cavered by a
structure) from 12 to 15 percent,
net including impervious surfaces

such s roads or driveways.
3. Incresse the minimum

shore frontage for new lots from
100 to 200 feet.
4. Minimum lot size is still

40,000 square feet.

In the stream protection
district (adjacent to streams) new
lots need 200 feet of stream
frontage with a minimum setback
of . 75ifeet for all structures. The
resource  protection  district

includes areas within 250 feet of &

significant wetland, as defined by
the ‘Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife. Lot
coverage in each of these two
districts is also limited to 15%.
Timber harvesting in the
shoreland, stream and resource
protacnon districts rmust also be
in “ compliance with state
gu1delmes listed in the new
ordmance

The fourth district in Chins,
the rural district, includes all the
larid not in the other districts. In
the’ rural district, maximum lot
covenage will be 20%, not
including impervious surfaces.

Sign size, which apperently
was an issue which helped defeat
the last set of proposed
ordinances, has been changed.
Name signs (identifving a
business) are allowed up to 20
feet in height. Signs advertising

goods sold on the premises are 1o
be incremsed from 6 to a

‘maximum of 24 square f'eet.

I this ordinance had not
passed, then the State DEP would
have impcsed its own regulations
for the shoreland, stream and
resource  protection - districts,
which in some cases would have
been more stringent. The new
town ordinance still must be
approved by the State before it
takes effect; some modifications
of the rules may still be required
by the State, according to George
Lord, the Lake Restoration
Coordinator.

David Preston

EROSION PROBLEM?
COST-SHARE FONDS AVAILARIR

This summer, as in the past two years,
the Youth Conservation Corps will be
working around the lake identifying §
and figing ercsion problems and
other sources of phosphate poliution.

Funds are still available to share the
cost for lakeshore landownpers
wanting to do rip-rapping or other
ercsion  control projects. Take
advantage of this money-saving
service while it's still available by
calling George Lord, China's Lake
Restoration Coordinator, at 445-2014.
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